Fair and Equitable Assessment
Petition
The current system that is used by the Newman Lake Flood Control Zone District to determine the amount of the assessments to be paid and dictates that the total cost of the district be carried by just 770 real estate parcels in close proximity to the lake was set up over 35 years ago to a methodology designed for “Flood Control” and is unfair and out of date.
Since that time the lake is no longer used for irrigation water to the surrounding area and recreation has become the primary usage and water quality has become the majority of the cost to the district.  The cost of “water quality” now takes up 85% of the annual budget.  The system has evolved to where the community members pay the entire bill for the flood control as well as the water quality of this 1200 acre public lake.  What you pay is listed on your Spokane County Tax Statement as “Flood.” We now have cases where waterfront homes that have similar appraised values, but one pays less than 10% of the other.  
The excuse for not fixing these inequities over the last 20+ years has been that the existing petitioning requirements could not be met.  With the support of community members and the help of our legislators, and the Board of County Commissioners, an amendment was passed to the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Title 86 (Senate Bill 5543)  revising the petitioning requirements.  The community now has the opportunity to bring a change to this out of date methodology.  
To support your community and the re-evaluation for “Fair and Equitable” assessments by the Newman Lake Flood Control Zone District, print a copy of the attached petition form, fill out a single line of the attached petition form for each of the parcels that you own, with the signature of the legal owner and return the petition form to:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fair and Equitable Assessments										 13604 N Peninsula Drive										 Newman Lake, WA 99025
If you have any questions on the issue, need help in identifying what you currently pay, or would prefer that a community volunteer bring the petition to your door, call 509-621-0160 and leave your name and phone number and we will return your call.
Make your voice heard, and take an active part in our Community.



Newman Lake Flood Control Zone District
PETITION
to the Board of County Commissioners of Spokane County
The signatories below hereby request that the Board of County Commissioners of Spokane County appoint three qualified persons to act as a board of appraisers to reconsider, revise and/or reaffirm the classification and relative percentages, or any part of parts thereof of the Base Assessment Maps of the Newman Lake Flood Control Zone District, including Base Assessment Maps “B” for Lake Restoration per RCW 86.09.418 in the same manner and with the same legal effect for the determination of such matters in the first instance (RCW 86.09.388-.418). 
Further, by signing below you affirm that you are a property owner within the Newman Lake Flood Control Zone District
	Name
	Address
	Phone #
	Parcel # (s)
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


 Note: Any revisions proposed by the board of appraisers shall be reviewed and approved at public hearing by the Board of County Commissioners in the same manner as the original maps under RCW 6.09.421 - .442
